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MERREDIN ST JOHN AMBULANCE VOLUNTEER TRAINING SUB-CENTRE 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.50 pm]: My member’s statement will be 
a little bit more positive. It must be terrible to sit over there as miserable and disinterested as the One Nation 
members of Parliament. I have a much more pleasant member’s statement. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! It might be more positive, but it is certainly a lot louder. 

Hon DARREN WEST: Last Saturday, I had the very delightful task of travelling out to Merredin in the 
Agricultural Region, a town I have visited many times. I had the pleasure of opening the Merredin St John 
Ambulance volunteer training sub-centre. A new building replaced the 60-year-old facility that had served the 
community very well but was looking a little bit tired and was certainly in need of an upgrade. It has been a terrific 
result for the Merredin community. The local St John Ambulance volunteers and the community as a whole raised 
an awful lot of money, did an awful lot of work—naturally, whilst volunteering as St John Ambulance personnel—
and did a lot of in-kind support work to get this new centre opened and to where it is today. 

On the day, we had a terrific master of ceremonies in Kim Lane, who is also a volunteer and did a terrific job 
helping to coordinate the day. We had a wonderful welcome to Njaki Njaki country by Chris and Chris Jr. They 
spoke to us in their language and played the didgeridoo. We then had a briefing from Donna Crook, the chair of 
the local St John’s. Donna has done a fantastic job in pulling everything together to get the project working. We 
made special mention of Romolo Patroni, who now lives in Merredin and has done an awful lot of work in helping 
to manage the project. The St John’s chief executive officer, Michelle Fyfe, and Shayne Leslie, the chair of 
St John’s board, were present. 

The centre was made possible with funding of $230 000 from the Wheatbelt Development Commission’s regional 
grants scheme. We also had $170 000 of funding from Lotterywest. Together with the community and St John’s 
contribution, it is a $1.1 million project. It is a great example of government support and funding, along with 
funding from the state government–owned Lotterywest, which provides terrific support to organisations such as 
St John’s. It was great to see the support go to the Merredin sub-centre. The new building includes larger 
ambulance bays to improve training and safety for volunteers. The volunteers told me that they can now clean the 
ambulances inside the centre rather than outside on the road. There is also a multi-use training room with improved 
technology for volunteer skills training and public first aid courses, and essential amenities such as changing 
rooms, showers, equipment storage and kitchen areas; we were able to look through them. I think the 
accommodation wing is significant in this project. It allows two people to stay there if they are night-shift 
volunteers, especially those who come in from farms and want to stay in town so they can do their shifts at night. 
Of course, with 400 call-outs a year, we often count on our volunteers being available at night. There are also 
offices for the volunteers and trainers, and for the community paramedic. The project will give us improved safety 
and access to vehicles for training and cleaning, and a better chance of recruiting more volunteers and retaining 
those we have. By improving access to critical emergency services in our region, this project has addressed and 
identified the need to support growth and improve health services, making the wheatbelt an even better place to live. 

I cannot thank enough the community of Merredin and everyone who was involved in the project. It was wonderful 
to go out there and be a part of it, and to do the official opening. I broke with the script a little bit and got Donna, 
the local powerhouse from St John Ambulance, to unveil the plaque, along with Michelle Fyfe and Shayne Leslie. 
It was a terrific outcome. It was great to spend time talking with the local volunteers. 

The wheatbelt has the highest volunteering rate in the state. It is something that we have that people in Perth do 
not. People get behind their community, put up their hand for their local emergency services organisations such as 
fire brigades, and volunteer. I was delighted to be part of it. Representing the minister at an opening is one of the 
great parts of this job. I cannot thank enough the members of the community of Merredin for the great work they 
have done. 
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